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BIG WIN FOR TOURISM! GOVERNOR SIGNS $116.5B 

BUDGET WHICH INCLUDES $80M FOR VISIT FLORIDA 

On June 15th, Governor Ron DeSantis approved Florida’s $116.5 billion state 

budget for the FY 2023-2024. This was a 6% increase from our current state 

budget, despite more than half a billion dollars worth of vetoed items. 

Included within this approved state budget was one of CFHLA's top legislative 

priorities, $80 million in funding for VISIT FLORIDA, with $30 million 

recurring. This marks a $30 million increase over the current year and the 

largest appropriation that VISIT FLORIDA has ever received. 

 

This was a huge win for the entire tourism and hospitality industry and for 

our state’s official tourism marketing corporation! Thank you to all of our 

members and tourism partners from across the state, who worked 

collaboratively with CFHLA to get this crucial funding included within the state 

budget and signed by the Governor!  

 

Additionally, the approved state budget apportioned more money this year for 

K-12 schools, health care programs, environmental projects and raises for state 

workers, among other earmarks, while setting aside almost $15.3 billion in 

reserves. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/98e5c758e0ea44fbb410224297692c82
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c70d50546f714ff08bef62f7ecafff82
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/27fac3c6a4f94d4597717b7260b500a0


  

   
 

IN-DEPTH ANALYSIS ON THE NEW E-VERIFY LAW 

Many of our CFHLA members have recently inquired about the effects of the 

new E-Verify legislation that was recently signed into law by Governor 

DeSantis. 

 

As a reminder, beginning July 1, 2023, only private employers with 25 or 

more employees will be required to use the E-Verify system to verify the 

employment eligibility of new employees, under Senate Bill 1718. Also, the 

requirement only applies to NEW hires on or after July 1, 2023 and it is not 

retroactive. 

 

The bill also makes several changes to the human smuggling and human 

trafficking statutes, federal immigration enforcement and domestic security. 

  

If you are seeking more information about the impacts of this new legislation, 

please CLICK HERE to read the an in-depth analysis of the bill and its effects, 

provided by our governmental affairs partners at GRAYROBINSON. 

   
 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a4e6ad498c9e4548bb0fce08b90209ca
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3579a07aca7847f39ee66df9b74f9d33
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/871eaefe16d34b2f82b82c79d83b2827
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c3db8c4a36514c31ab193f95a0851767


  

This week, the CFHLA Governmental Affairs Committee was honored to 

have State Representative Carolina Amesty, District 45, as our meeting 

guest at AdventHealth Orlando (Thank you, Rebekah Hurd). 

  

We thank Representative Amesty for taking the time to hear our concerns and 

to discuss some of CFHLA's legislative priorities. We look forward to continuing 

to work with her, on behalf of the tourism and hospitality industry, throughout 

the 2024 Florida Legislative Session! 

   
 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH TO ALLOW SWIM 

UP BARS 

After a multi-year effort to legalize swim up pool bars in Florida, the effort 

has finally prevailed and swim up pool bars will soon be available across 

our state!  

 

For over 40 years, this hospitality amenity – which has become the norm at 

many destination resorts and hotels around the world including in many of 

Central Florida’s main competitor markets – has been banned under a Florida 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4a2997e45abe407e9e89f01b7b33786a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dd668c57cafe4e2297a7a3c65121c67c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/cd476175db8048c2b3a599adaec3b561


Department of Health (DOH) administrative rule and a corresponding Florida 

Building Code provision.  

 

Following a significant legislative push by Senator Ed Hooper and 

Representative David Smith during the 2022 Florida Legislative Session, the 

DOH announced it would enter rulemaking to allow the amenity in Florida. In a 

parallel process, the Florida Building Commission adopted changes to allow 

for swim up bar construction early this year, with the final DOH rule taking 

effect on June 11, 2023.  

 

If you’d like to know more about this potential opportunity for your property, 

please reach out to our partners at GrayRobinson who led the advocacy effort 

with CFHLA to make this idea a reality.  

 

Lastly, a VERY big “thank you” to GrayRobinson for engaging us to fight for this 

important and meaningful change for Florida’s tourism future. 

  

   
 

REGISTER TODAY! TEE-IT-UP FOR TOURISM; 

RENTAL BAY SPECIAL WHILE INVENTORY LASTS 

Our Annual Tee-It-Up for Tourism TopGolf fundraising event is quickly 

approaching on Wednesday, July 19! 

 

As a special limited time incentive for our tourism and community 

partners, purchase one 2nd Floor Bay for the event and receive a 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/cd476175db8048c2b3a599adaec3b561
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/fc911f0ca1b14748bf4f8a3de99b4765
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4553271dd48f407b91b0b29d02c620ec
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c9888e80ec0d4a3187c93214819201af
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/0c794ba00945439b8e30ffdb76e9a61e


second rental bay for HALF PRICE! That's a $500 savings, while 

inventory lasts!  

This important fundraising event, will give you the opportunity for Team 

Building and Political Networking, all in one fun night! 

By supporting this event, you will help our CFHLA Political Action Committee 

protect the interests of the hospitality and tourism industry by 

educating and mobilizing our members to become more politically 

active and supporting pro-tourism and pro-hospitality candidates. 

 

CFHLA has reserved the top two floors and bays are going quickly! 

Please click below to reserve your bay today! 



  

   
 

  

ORANGE COUNTY TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX 

CITIZEN ADVISORY TASK FORCE UPDATE 

With presentations on May 24, June 7 and June 16, the Orange County 

Tourist Development Tax Citizens Advisory Task Force has now heard 

from all interested parties, including several CFHLA Community Partners 

regarding proposals on the potential uses of future, unallocated Tourist 

Development Tax revenues that meet current guidelines in Florida Statutes. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/03ac73f43bb44b93b4ed228c64035760
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/03ac73f43bb44b93b4ed228c64035760
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/904d42a57c6e49d2be8fe22d303d0486


  

Presentations during the June meetings included the Orange County 

Convention Center, Camping World Stadium, the Greater Orlando Sports 

Commission, the City of Orlando Venues, along with several others. 

Beginning next Monday, June 26th, the Task Force will begin discussing 

which projects to recommend to the Orange County Board of County 

Commissioners to fund in the near future. Please CLICK HERE to review the 

list of those who have submitted proposals for future TDT funding. 

 

Then on Monday, July 17th, the Task Force will finalize its recommendations. 

These recommendations will then be presented to the Orange County Tourist 

Development Council and ultimately the Orange County Board of County 

Commissioners for final approval. CFHLA remains actively engaged in this 

process and we will keep you updated on the next steps. 

  

   
 

REGIONAL TOURIST DEVELOPMENT TAX 

UPDATE 

Orange County 

The Tourist Development Tax (TDT) collections received by Orange County for 

the month of April 2023 were $33,643,600. That is a 3.5% decrease 

compared to April 2022. This is the first monthly year-over-year decrease since 

February 2021. 

 

Month-over-month, April collections were lower than March collections by 

$5.3 million. However, they were higher than April 2021 collections by $16.6 

million. 

 

The chart below shows monthly TDT collections for the current fiscal year and 

the previous three fiscal years. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/bd99d01dfdbf47408df75f7e856dd453
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/bd99d01dfdbf47408df75f7e856dd453
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d9d72a2ceed64d1a9d745d6d42f404a8
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d1e7baefdbe74d08ba39add9200a24ea
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d1e7baefdbe74d08ba39add9200a24ea
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/75d14e4bb11e42a593943b37467fd3f2
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/75d14e4bb11e42a593943b37467fd3f2
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/75d14e4bb11e42a593943b37467fd3f2
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/6fa8b1a9bcde402fb481ec03cb767e5c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1d846ea200b247499b2bd2bbee91baf8


  

Osceola County 

The Osceola County Tourist Development Tax (TDT) collection for the 

month of April was $8,300,000, a decrease of 3.5% vs. April 2022, but 39% 

higher than April 2019. 

 

This drop in TDT growth follows 25 consecutive months of year-over-year 

increases. 

 

Hotels did slightly better (+2%) than last month, but vacation homes had a 6% 

drop in TDT. The share of vacation homes in total TDT was 59%, higher than 

March, but typical for April.  

  

Seminole County 

Seminole County announced that the Tourist Development Tax (TDT) 

collection for the month of April was at $572,062.  

 

This was the highest April TDT collection for Seminole County in its 



history. 

 

For the FY 2022-2023, Seminole County has now collected $4,464,302 

in TDT, an increase of $731,890 over the same period in FY 2021-2022. 

  

   
 

DONATE 

CFHLA MEMBERS - Please consider making a donation of $50 via the link 

below to the CFHLA PAC/PC. All contributions help CFHLA expand its efforts 

to support and endorse Hospitality-Friendly candidates for local and state 

offices. In the 2022 General election, all 16 CFHLA endorsed candidates 

were successfully elected into office.  

 

As a reminder, all CFHLA Board Members, PAC/PC Board Members, and 

ARC Board Members have committed to contributing $150 to the CFHLA 

PAC/PC in 2023. If you are a part of one or more of these groups, please 

consider fulfilling your commitment today. 

   
 

  

IN THE NEWS 

Inclusion and Diversity: Orange County expands ESOL Pilot Program for 

I-Drive employees – WFTV 

Orange County TDT task force hears funding requests for convention 

center expansion, Camping World Stadium revamp - Orlando Business 

Journal 

  

DONATE NOW  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7e6ed4d58c534c0081701d4a9924be99
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7e6ed4d58c534c0081701d4a9924be99
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4053e7686b18465994cbbbb25cbc1939
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/4053e7686b18465994cbbbb25cbc1939
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3f2416265f5744b4a6cd7723527b5864
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3f2416265f5744b4a6cd7723527b5864


Dr. Phillips Center, UCF projects and more make case for TDT cash - 

Orlando Business Journal 

  

Gov. DeSantis signs $116.5B budget, vetoes $511M of mostly local 

earmarks - (floridapolitics.com) 

  

Orange County mayor hosts 2023 State of the County - West Orange 

Times & Observer 

  

Help wanted: Orlando hotels have more than 2,000 job openings - 

Orlando Business Journal 

  

Kissimmee to seek hotel partner for Civic Center redevelopment – 

GrowthSpotter 

  

These are Orlando's AAA highest-rated hotels, restaurants - Orlando 

Business Journal  

   
 

  

   
 

CONNECT WITH CFHLA 

          

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/640248b04b2d494989aa46a038268821
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5acecd3f222244f0a29c6e2217c072fa
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5acecd3f222244f0a29c6e2217c072fa
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b2914ea4ccd54c87afb65a693f1b2a1b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1f0de2b1204c42d0aa716dcc25f5eb4b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/8096425d679d4841aadc56fa56b111de
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/21ff0021fca74315af856251b5d588d8
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/21b87f0eecaf41faba9542c41c775b7c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/bde8bc8f42e64eaa8e29b581bfc186d4
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e8a3f4b9a6ff40e49efb1b4515272198
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a2e07f19125b457eac4680ad77dea356
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7eec4015e6ab4cdaa5f9135352e93c05


WWW.CFHLA.ORG  

About CFHLA 

 

6675 Westwood Blvd #210, Orlando, FL 32821 

 

The mission of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association is to represent the Central Florida Hospitality 

Industry, by setting the standard of excellence through advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition, and service. 

  

 

http://www.cfhla.org/

