
    

  

December 22, 2023 

   
 

CFHLA Wishes You a Joyous Happy Holidays! 
  

On behalf of the Central Florida Hotel & Lodging Association, we'd like to 
wish all of our members, hospitality workers, community partners and their 
families a joyous holiday season and a prosperous New Year! We are 
looking forward to an exciting 2024 and thank you again for your continued 
support, dedication and commitment to making the Central Florida Hospitality 
Industry simply amazing! 

The CFHLA office will be closed from December 22, 2023 through 
January 1, 2024, reopening on Tuesday, January 2, 2024. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/65d85a110ed343dc90a99637dca012cf
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e976023f3c064caa9bdabdc351f846e9


  

  

    

2023 CFHLA Hospitality Gala 

  

Thank you to the nearly 1,100 members, sponsors and community partners 
who attended our 2023 CFHLA Hospitality Gala, presented by Orlando 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3ad30f2501eb40e6867da229b65f73c0


Health, this past Saturday, December 16th, at the Renaissance Orlando at 
SeaWorld (Thank you Kristen Hammac)! 
  
This year, CFHLA celebrated and honored our 2023 award winners including 
the Charles Andrews Memorial Hospitality Award for Community Leadership, 
Lodging Member of the Year, Allied Member of the Year, and our Engineer of 
the Year. 
  
Additionally, the 2024 CFHLA Executive Committee, along with our re-
elected and newly elected/appointed 2024 CFHLA Board of Directors were 
announced. Lastly, 2023 was a momentous year for CFHLA, and we shared 
this YEAR-END VIDEO which included our accomplishments throughout the 
year! 

Congratulations again to all of our 2023 honorees including: 

2023 Engineer of the Year 

    

Scott Jones 
Area Director of Engineering Operations 

Loews Hotels at Universal Orlando 
  

2023 Allied Member of the Year 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3ad30f2501eb40e6867da229b65f73c0
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/0002b788f3ab4111ae20b8bd2dfb0781
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/0002b788f3ab4111ae20b8bd2dfb0781
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a879d0dff4df46af8ef078b9461f77f9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/50ec46216d914b7194c560723bf288b6


  

Beatriz Dominguez 
Vice President & Public Relations 

Clean Tec Services 
  

2023 Lodging Member of the Year 

  

John McCracken 
Former General Manager 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/75c77ece5a1143fd9abac505d7bcee0f


Marriott Village Orlando 

2023 Charles Andres Memorial Hospitality Award for Community 
Leadership 

  

Carolyn Fennell 
Former Senior Vice President of Public Affairs 

and Community Relations 
Greater Orlando Aviation Authority 

Furthermore, we'd like to thank you to all of you who donated sneakers for 
our final CFHLA Cares Collection Drive of the year. Thanks to your 
generous donations, we are proud to announce that we collected over 500 
pairs of shoes which will be donated to students in need throughout Orange, 
Osceola, and Seminole Counties. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a74ed9844820474eb2e177c6bfa4e189
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/6c79b7d3ce3e4712ba2ce83645227579


  

Also, congratulations to our $4,000 Holiday Cash Raffle Winner, Nabila 
Altman! Thank you to everyone who purchased a raffle ticket as 100% of the 
proceeds went to the CFHLA Foundation, which donates to causes that 
advance Hospitality and Tourism initiatives, youth-related initiatives, and 
community advocacy. 

  



Lastly, CFHLA would like to thank Anthony Lazzara for his strong leadership 
and forward-thinking while serving as the 2023 Chair of the CFHLA Board 
of Directors. We are extremely grateful for his dedication and commitment to 
the success of the association and we look forward to welcoming our 2024 
Board Chair, Barb Bowden, Area Managing Director, Loews Hotels at 
Universal Orlando when she begins her tenure on January 1, 2024. 

  

CFHLA would like to thank the following sponsors of the 2023 
Hospitality Gala. This successful event would not have been possible 

without your generous support! 

Presenting Sponsor: 

  

Bar Sponsor: 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/50ec46216d914b7194c560723bf288b6
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/50ec46216d914b7194c560723bf288b6
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/cc87949eea2e4c07a5afc2cf58605459


  

Corporate Sponsor: 
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

   

  

 

  

  

  

 

   

  

 

 

  

 

  

 
  

 

 

In-Kind Sponsors: 
  

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/7f9fa2d1ca404ff8869445a501f1ee98
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/5d6f7b861d444b1bb1fa7f4364fdaab7
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/a7bd35153f8446898a18c563e82cf9dc
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c332796d12aa416ea952be03aa5c3578
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/0bae231161514c529763f93e984410ce
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/856e22afc8094c3a8d1a84203b979ad0
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/becc7b84453e4976805fe13003004a5d
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d9781ff54d0e4d409efe8639312e3de0
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c7f563eceeaf4e2fbeb72c670207d0da
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/33548067487d43438c9c1d9fc52a349a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/75c77ece5a1143fd9abac505d7bcee0f
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dd036b7894ce42758a1042a3e8b6de0a
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/8496a7dae3ab4e9892394d099a0e5916
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/21113024815742228f21a28afcba7898
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dc7744846fee4c978db396367d1942da
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b5da6a5f82a043efab4bc62d71dec430


 

    

2024 First Quarter Sponsorships Available 

You are invited to help support CFHLA's Events and Programs through our 
2024 Sponsorship Opportunities. Here are a few that are still available for 
the first quarter of 2024. Don't miss out on the opportunity to reach hospitality 
executives and business leaders from companies across Central Florida, as 
well as your targeted audience. 

  

    

Call for Nominations: UCF Rosen College Hospitality Hall 
of Fame and Distinguished Alumni Awards 

CFHLA is excited to announce that nominations are now open for the 
esteemed Central Florida Hospitality Hall of Fame and Distinguished Alumni 
Awards. These awards honor distinguished individuals who have made 

Click Here to View More 
Photos from the Event  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f08f3f5f76c54aabb3cac3d7766543ba
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f08f3f5f76c54aabb3cac3d7766543ba
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66fa1b63fd8044adb677851fc66f456e
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66fa1b63fd8044adb677851fc66f456e
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/66fa1b63fd8044adb677851fc66f456e


significant contributions to the hospitality and tourism industry, particularly in 
the Central Florida region, and have supported the UCF Rosen College of 
Hospitality Management through advocacy, philanthropy, and volunteerism. 
  
The deadline to submit nominations is Monday, January 15, 2024. The 
award ceremony is set to take place on Wednesday, March 27th at the UCF 
Rosen College. 
  
We encourage our members and friends within the Central Florida 
community to nominate deserving individuals. For detailed criteria, please 
CLICK HERE to refer to the nomination form.   

  

    

Orlando's Amway Center is Now the Kia Center 

CFHLA is thrilled to share the groundbreaking news this week that will 
undoubtedly shape the future of entertainment and community spirit in our 
vibrant city. 
  
On Wednesday, Orlando's Amway Center has been given a new name, the 
Kia Center. 
  
This facility is a spectacular asset for our Central Florida community and for 
those who visit our destination. 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/3feb6ba96bb945ce936ac0515b9d04bc
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/14a40259aa22454aa19315ba3e4a8d7b


  

  

    

Partners in Action - Loews Hotel 

  

Thank you to Landy Mitchell from Loews Hotels at Universal Orlando who 
recently stopped by their Adopt-A-School partners Colonial High School to 
participate in the Teach In Program and provided the students with 
promotional items such as pens, bags, etc. 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/50ec46216d914b7194c560723bf288b6


  

 

  

  

Thank you Loews Hotels at Universal Orlando for your support of the 
CFHLA Adopt-A-School Program and for helping to make a positive 
impact within our community! 

    

Partners in Action - Celebration Hotel 

  

CFHLA lodging member Seilly Pacheco of Celebration Hotel recently had 
the opportunity to be a guest speaker at their Adopt-A-School partners Oak 
Ridge High School. 

  

Thank you Celebration Hotel for your support of the CFHLA Adopt-A-
School Program and for helping to make a positive impact within our 
community! 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e0600bd4ead744b894b220bd6cd6f0c6


    

Partners in Action - Hilton Grand Vacations 

  

In spirit of the holiday season, Hilton Grand Vacations - SeaWorld, took the 
time to make a difference for their Adopt-A-School Partner, Millennia 
Gardens Elementary. 
  
General Manager and CFHLA Board Member Abed Ereikat spoke with 
two classes about kindness, respect and about maintaining a positive 
attitude. He also taught the kids, "if you can dream it, you can achieve it." 
Then all of the students were handed a stocking with some sweets and it was 
greatly appreciated. In addition, Hilton Grand Vacations - SeaWorld 
extended a helping hand and partnered with The Salvation Army, in order to 
adopt several Angels which will help provide gifts to children in need during 
this holiday season. 

  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9a5e3901cb5e4d64aecee182693f2c52
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/9a5e3901cb5e4d64aecee182693f2c52


  

 

  

  

  

  

Thank you Hilton Grand Vacations for your support of the CFHLA 
Adopt-A-School Program and for helping to make a positive impact 
within our community! 

  

   
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

For more information on upcoming events, or to register, just click on the 
button below. 

• Engineers Council Board Meeting (1/4/2024) 
• Allied Relations Council Board Meeting (1/9/2024) 

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/8ebd647943cb47ab9546ba0c5c8bce43
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/1f7fd7f98c854ad3b934313f6d46b0a0


• Allied Relations Council Breakfast - January (1/9/2024) 
• CFHLA Executive Committee Meeting (1/9/2024) 
• Wednesday AM Leads Group Meeting (1/10/2024) 
• Wednesday Noon Leads Group (1/10/2024) 
• CFHLA Board of Directors Meeting (1/10/2024) 
• 2024 January After Hours (1/10/2024) 
• Security Council Board Meeting (1/11/2024) 

  

 

    

JOB OPENINGS 
 
 

Check out the latest hospitality employment opportunities in Central Florida. 

 

   
 

CONNECT WITH CFHLA 

          

WWW.CFHLA.ORG 

  

Click Here to View 
Upcoming  

     

VIEW JOB POSTINGS  

https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/769fc1611ce24a94b50fd7185fa2a746
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/dd6ed3eee3bb49379cc73420bc313dfc
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https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/6cda8088d5b144329d989f4f6ee6609c
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/522559f1823647449a64fa2fd218984b
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/55aa880806a84768a3adbaa73f657648
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/65d85a110ed343dc90a99637dca012cf
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/e976023f3c064caa9bdabdc351f846e9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/8cf08566972a477c9edc259be7bc3069
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/65fb61558dac43cebc62825e03de6729
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/d01c737b061f4e338a93b46dc0956eac
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/f53f34e77a4043c3bdaa823c0358a88f
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b9e701031f34473696b37511d06ac0a9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b9e701031f34473696b37511d06ac0a9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b9e701031f34473696b37511d06ac0a9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/b9e701031f34473696b37511d06ac0a9
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c5742d8ce8664d7f8ee67968304047f4
https://thecentralfloridahotellodgingassociation.growthzoneapp.com/ap/r/c5742d8ce8664d7f8ee67968304047f4


About CFHLA 
 

6675 Westwood Blvd #210, Orlando, FL 32821 
  

The mission of the Central Florida Hotel and Lodging Association is to represent the 
Central Florida Hospitality Industry, by setting the standard of excellence through 

advocacy, collaboration, education, recognition, and service. 
  

 


